A comparative study of the attitude of dental students towards the elderly.
The aim of this study was to assess the attitudes of dental students towards the elderly in the two dental schools in Israel. The study population comprised 180 dental students currently enrolled in the two dental schools in Israel. The response rate was 59% and 92% for the students in Tel Aviv and Hebrew University respectively. The self-administered questionnaire measured attitudes using the Rosencranz and McNevin Aging Semantic Differential Scales. Students' attitudes were observed to be more or less neutral. No differences of significance were observed between the students of the two schools. Social contact with and experience in treating the elderly did not seem to change students' attitudes and their desire to work with elderly patients in the future. Further development of the curriculum should be implemented in order to try to change students' attitudes towards the elderly from neutral to positive for the benefit of the provider and society.